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If you’re a senior, chances are, one of the biggest things your parent or guardian has 
stressed to you is the importance of scholarships. You may not realize it now, but the costs 
of college can become very stressful when you graduate with a degree and realize how 
much you owe in student loans! The more scholarships you can qualify for, apply for, and 
hopefully win, the less you’ll owe after college…think of applying like your part-time job. 
You are really “earning” money by increasing your chances of graduating with less debt. 
Some students earn so many scholarships, they are able to work part-time through college, 
and graduate debt free. While you may not be able to completely cover the cost of your 
degree, every little bit helps, which means you’ve got to get an early start on scholarship 
options:

-First, discover your “deficit” amount and budget: Yep, you’re going to have to employ all 
that high school math you just learned! You’ll need to get quotes off websites or from other 
students who have similar majors at the colleges you’re considering. If you’re considering 
several colleges, ballpark figures are okay, as long as you know you’ll have to be flexible. 
Be sure to consider living expenses, room and board, food or cafeteria plans, and books 
(books can really be the kicker…they can cost much more than you realize. For majors like 
pre-med, books can cost upward of $300 per book!). When you have your numbers as 
accurate as possible (your OUTGOING costs), add up your INCOMING money. This could 
include your financial aid you qualify for, grants, part time work, money saved over a sum-
mer, gifts from grandparents or help from parents (do not include LOANS, as that is money 
you need to pay back). Then subtract your incoming money from your overall OUTGOING 
costs, and that is your deficit number. That is the number you’ll need to figure out how to 
cover with scholarships, if you’re able to, or federal/private loans.

-Go to your high school office and ask for every available scholarship they know of. Most 
high schools keep a list of available academic or community scholarships that their stu-
dents can have access to. Get that list, and begin weeding out the ones you do not fit the 
criteria for. Make sure you meet the requirements for G.P.A., community service, clubs, etc 
for what they are asking. Circle every scholarship you qualify for, and put the deadlines 
a week EARLY into your planner. That gives you a grace period for any mishaps that may 
occur in the process!

-Get your letters of recommendation early: Begin thinking of people you can ask for letters 
of recommendation for the scholarships that require letters. Find out the specific terms 
and conditions (ie: some scholarships require sealed envelopes, typed letters, special 
items, etc), and communicate those clearly to the person writing the letter. Provide them 
with postage, envelopes, and everything they need as a courtesy. Request one more copy 
that you need, in case another scholarship pops up along the way. Give the person writing 
it ample time to get it done, and thank them for their time with a note!

-Find the more obscure scholarships: Did you know there are scholarships that pertain to 
particular races, countries of origin, majors and fields of study, and families of members of 
the armed forces? You may qualify for scholarships you didn’t even know existed. You can 
use websites like UNIGO for searching for more scholarships. Remember, treat this like 
your part-time job! 

Remember to stay on top of your deadlines and apply for as many scholarships as you can. 
You’ll be so thankful when those college bills start rolling in! Do you have a tip for earning 
scholarships? email me at barb@barbaraneelydesigns.com
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